
RSV:

should I take the 

shot in pregnancy 

or give my baby 

the monoclonal 

antibodies?



Respiratory Syncytial Virus











The vast majority of babies survive RSV









RSV infant mortality





Respiratory Syncytial Virus 

Hospitalization Surveillance Network 

(RSV-NET) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/research/rsv-net/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/research/rsv-net/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/research/rsv-net/index.html


Older children and adults experience RSV 
as a URI = “cold”

If we could make a vaccine for every strain of upper respiratory infections, should we?



Meryl Nass, MD, compiled a list of new and “exciting” therapies 
for RSV in the wake of the COVID crisis



Goal to give new monoclonal antibody to ALL babies 

Called an immunization but is NOT a vaccine











Monoclonal antibodies in babies









https://www.niaid.nih.gov/disease-conditions/respiratory-
syncytial-virus-rsv



RSV vaccines:

A new gold rush? 





The process for RSV vaccines

NIAID 

makes

antigen

FDA

approves

CDC

markets to 
pregnant

women



https://www.cell.com/action/showPdf?pii=
S1931-3128%2822%2900572-8

https://www.cell.com/action/showPdf?pii=


RSV vaccines in 

development for >50 

years
 GSK and Pfizer’s RSV                  

vaccines nearly identical.

 Prefusion-stabilized antigen RSV 

vaccine (not based on mRNA 

technology)

 Both vaccines, when given to 

pregnant mothers, cause an increase 

in premature births and infant 

deaths.

 NIAID developed the technology.

https://www.bmj.com/cont

ent/381/bmj.p1021

https://www.bmj.com/content/381/bmj.p1021
https://www.bmj.com/content/381/bmj.p1021


Glaxo-Smith-Kline withdrew application for approval









Pfizer trial RSV vaccine in pregnancy – ultimately approved







Hospitalization with 

respiratory syncytial 

virus







Fun with math: create 9,893 premies for every RSV death saved?

















Pfizer's RSV Vaccine Math: Kill 4,000 Newborns to Save 300 from RSV (igor-chudov.com)

https://www.igor-chudov.com/p/pfizers-rsv-vaccine-math-kill-4000?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email




Mumper recommendations
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