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THE WHISTLEBLOWER

• Dr. G. Umberto Meduri is a former tenured Professor in the Department of 

Medicine at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center (UTHSC) in 

Memphis. 

• He was also the Director of the Memphis Lung Research Program at 
UTHSC. 

• He is recognized as the global expert on the study and use of corticosteroids 

in Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS).



✴ In 2001-2002, there was a coordinated scheme to 

shut down Dr. Meduri’s MLRP—which was 

conducting research on the use of corticosteroids for 

Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS). 

✴ This scheme was carried out by several members of 

the staff and administration of UTHSC— aided by an 

investigator for pharmaceutical giant Eli Lilly; and 

later official regulatory and public health agencies.
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WHAT HAPPENED 
May 17, 2002—The Wall Street Journal 

published a front page story on Dr. Meduri’s 

research
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✴ Within days after the WSJ publication, UTHSC 

illegally removed the primary research funding 

source for Dr. Meduri’s MLRP.  

✴ False charges of scientific misconduct were leveled 

against Dr. Meduri. 

✴ These actions created lingering misperceptions 

about corticosteroids and shut down all research on 

corticosteroids for ARDS in the United States—even 

until today.
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THE IMPACT
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• From 2002-2020, ARDS killed 80 thousand patients each year 

in the U.S. alone—and ten times that globally.  A large 
percentage could have been saved with corticosteroid 
treatment.  

• In 2020, COVID-related ARDS killed hundreds of thousands 
of patients when they could have been saved with early 

corticosteroid treatment. 

• Early treatment with corticosteroids would have mitigated the 

social and economic costs of the pandemic.  

• Progress generated by the MLRP's continued research could 
have prevented most of this.


